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THE ATTAIirKLTr OF ’tfXSbQW. 


By Manly F* Hall* 

Thcrn are many in tho world today ppsageclng Intellectual knowledge 
rmf, rtrnly believing the doctrines they ore spreading but who are net 
ln Polity ready or prepared to pass or. to others the concepts they 
accumulated* A large percentage of our spiritual teachers arc 
making cl aims to knowledge and truth which they do not truly possess; 
tiioy clalni that they understand the great spiritual mystery or being 
in reality they only know vfriat someone else has told then, about 
those mysteries* There Is a fine drawn line between the exoteric and 
the esoteric student, between the vision of the seer and the intellec¬ 
tual concept which often a one arc to be the truth that it is not. There 
am few people able to differentiate in their own binds between sight 
and sense, knowledge and belief, spirituality and mentality* 

The intellectual student is like the parrot that soys sensible things 
but is not personally Involved with any of the words or sentences that 
it Is pronouncing. Just so many of our occult teachers resect -.hat 
they have been told or what they have rend that their light may serve 
the wcSrld, but their concepts have made no inpress ion upon them nor 
have they accepted it themselves at all* The mystic knows that wea^s 
without the spirit of the one who gives them into the world are bare 
indeed and the intellectual concept without the everyday practice and 
th'* anirjfcull vrd<TCtnjv' 1 lnfl of it is nothing more then 8 string of 
Incpuercd words. 


When wc ^ivc unto a friend of the bounty of nature we giv: that 
which is not our own but when we sacrifice ourselves then we have riven 
n gift that carries the spirit with it. when the mystic and the true 
occv-ltlst gives wisdom to the world he gives of himself; he has sacri¬ 
ficed his life to attain that wisdom, he has renounced the world ir. 
order to instruct it, he has surrendered personality in order that he 
noy guide the sleeping personal!tics of the world* In other words, his 
gift to men is a fru.it of divine sacrifice, the deepest and zost com¬ 
plete sacrifice that it is possible for one individual to mcke for 
another. 


There is little: value in knowledge unless It cones out of tire soul 
of the giver where through years of searching and striving it has slow¬ 
ly unfolded itself to the aspiring candidate* Knowledge that comes 
from the head is usually the basis of wrangle, dissension and argument 
but that Which comes from somewhere within the life and soul of ore 
coftons and sweetens man s relationships to nan end strengthen^ 

Soil Tor its battle in life* The intellectual tether* give out that 
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ho yrill not feel the presence of hia teacher tout stmat moot all of thes f 
ut^oXceis according to his own light &nd his owi innots realization of 
’■‘■I'.th* _ Ifj during this period when surrounded toy temptations and sorro 
*vEt*_Ih3 steadfast in his quest for the eternal, injures none, and is 
thud to hirr3e],f, then bo will bo received bad: into that thing which he 
has always belonged to. If he fails In this every day applies tier of 
- i: ir i in n l J by he iw. d t rami i n irt the wor id unt Hi" ina lly victory 1c yi • n *0 


"wing ihs eersing months let us endeavor to realize Uut the 0**.-*• 
r G ^ 5 t' n Jc 11 c n vrt \i eh It i h possible for norta 1 boing to recc)ve ia 

th't which is -voven into 71 owe soul during the every day experiences of 
life! The rastralntj the l<in? Hhgm, the charity and. the innate under 
standing applied to ths panorama of endless occuranc 3 s measures the 
growth which is 7-tally youra anions the spiritual things of nature. ’lia- 
don Iocs not conn with Me toning, it corns3 with 'living. Only when we 
He once the inside of the cup son we roreive fchfi spiritual ordination 
which floats in it a* the Mood of the Christ. When v:e have cleansed 
whxs cup then all may come and drink of the communion wine of spirit 
for instead of a oar. the Initiate has he.teas* a well c.C living waters 
springing up in the wilderness where the thirsty of the world may cone 
to drink ~ not of things human but of things ©rernal. 
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Those who would come into tho light of actual knovviedge mus^, 
to realise that wisdom rests in the proving of things end ir, the --rcr 
and higher qualities of reason - The xvise man knows and does ano n^a 
actions being in harmony with hie knowing ©mphasiao the ;■ \..corny o? 
his wisdom* 
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Only a sage can make an honest estimate., uncolored by personality, 
only gods are capable of right analysis 3 only seers and patriarchs of 
righu din crimination, Those qualities are a basis of wisdom which if 
not book learning but practical experience. 

In the ancient Mosaic law the powers of being spoke unto the cMl 
ren of earth in the voice of wrath, saying* “Thou Shalt not,' This 
was the ancient Inv^ Sut frith the coming of the new law this Is 
changed to 11 Thou 3 haIt." IT a longer does the prophet say you must dot 
do evil hut now ho says you mwt do good* Thaos paragraphs are not 
affirmative and anyone who tries to make them into nff Irma tiers ’-",11 
destroy all their value. They are resolutions with which to opvn ice 


new year that it may in truth bring u; 
ing. Therefore 1st us consider these 


closer to wisdom 
resolutions as 


11s 


and 

ted 


unde catand 
be j ov; t 


1, Unto that Self which is within me and Is the source of all* 
send those greetings which t he body c?n send unto the sc’nee of Itsc^? 
and pledge that this year 1 shall serve tiiife spirit within ays elf wit;.: 
my heart, my mind end my hand—not to the l lori.fi cut ion of matter but 
that all the world may know the reality 


of 


r*~ ■ 3 Vj 


£ 4 As 
spirit of 
or er^ed, 
personality v-h.1 ::h 


the spirit in man is a friend oC all things, one with the 
all things, knowing neitlicr foe nor friend, kith or kin, 

I shall emphasise this during die coming year through that i 
Is the finite manifest art on of the infinite* i chaj. 

harm no Ilvlr.y thing during' thia year but shall 3 communion with, 
that spirit in ell living things which 13 the universal solvent of 
inharmony* 

3- U.y relationship with my brother man this year shall oe be sea 
uoon my ov.n intrinsic realization of right and not upon tneir attitude 
to me/ It- shall .make no difference to isc how I an t re a tea, a or 
this year I shall only do goodj express charity, live fraternity, trw 
follow the doctrine of non-resistance* I shall neither resir., ^va__ 
nor accept it but shall remain in poise while others are in - 

4, No word of dissatisfaction, of criticism or of destrcetivenae* 
shall be launched into the world this coming year from J 3na - 

meet and receive all things In the spirit of charity and will accept 

those responsibilities which the world gives ms in peace, in poise an 
in placidity, no matter how hard my lot nor how sad my liic* 

S* I shall be clean in thought, word and action; in oofiy, ^ird an 

nothin re shall defile the temple of the living God wit.iirt 

either that which gocth in, that which someth out, but both shall be 


acceptable in the sight of the most high 

t * v volce shall not bo raised in anger nor my words be quick in 
‘'harsh in mea^hr but shall be in perfect peace unto all things 
£J522it2l unity of ail life and that diversity is 
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tone or _ , 

realising the fundamental unity 

nature 1 s ilJusion„ 

7 This voaT- 1 Shall labor, Every flay bosk tiling iicci'isl ciuat be 
standing When ni £ ht folia to^eonc^all E jiad 
ioS£ ~ poor, each day tot 1 « 

spared in this world of men 
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, t fii-n pled re In the spirit of helpful 

Unto my younger brother^ I y 9ar wi n CO me closer to rcall- 


ncas nil that X have and am. 


X j ta» i_3 fcvJ- *4- blifel L* i ^ ‘ V _ | a m n mi - . - -f-T n 4 1 ^ fT ^ 

sat ion of the oneness 01 all . k-* 


9* Unto those foes with whom my life has been beset, those thou# 
less ones who have grieves m often, those friends who have been 
untrue, those of my ovn fiosh end blood who have been false to me — 
to all these this year I so rid greetings that, while they may be raise 
to rcs®, I shall neva* be faU:e to them, Thot ono Power in the universe 
which is the basis of all bases and the cause of all causes —> to 
that I re row the bond which is so an oily broken by the thoughtlessness 
of life that T r,ay each day be true and come closer to the ideals 
which 1 know but v/nleh the -weakness of the flesh so seldom gives 
expression to* Brother, boast and nod — all three of these in 
nature aha11 realize ra^ realization of unity for I shall live this 

year to curve those who alone have the power to reward in spirit and 
in truth * 


Let us this year take unto ourselves these resolutions, build them 
into that eternal part of ourselves which was before the world was 
and shall be when oblivion dissolves all things. 

In_the basic realization of human relationship and of mari T s 
relationship to God lies wisdom and the relationship between man and 
his body will be the base of his relationship with the Body Cosmic, 
and this relationship shall be emphasised in spirit and in truth 
during the coming months — that past knowledge shall be changed to 
wisdom, i r lectu^lity bo ‘spirituality 'rvrt mind forces into soul 
powers. In this the student fulfils that task which he is appointed 
to accomplish and passes successfully through that rrob&tiorshin 
which wo know as life. 
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